
 

 

 

 

 

 

97th Tour de France 

3th to 25th July 2010 

 

 

 

If cycling is your Passion, then come and Experience the 

Tour de France with Ronan Pensec Travel.  
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LAST 11 DAYS 

Classic Package 

From Friday, July 16th to Monday, July 26th 2010 

 

Please note that this is not a race or a training camp, and each participant can enjoy the 

Tour de France at his/her own pace. 

           

11 days, 10 nights in 3* and 4* hotels on half-board basis        

    (7 nights in 3* hotel and 3 nights in 4* hotels)  

Tour de France viewings: 9 

Staff: 4 

Start: Toulouse airport, Finish: Paris 

Trip Category: Cycling & Non-cycling 

 
 

This package enables you to fully enjoy the Tour de France during the last 11 

days of the race. The week you will experience will be spectacular and rich in 

emotion, as the program of the Tour de France will include: 3 high mountain 

stages, the mythical pass of the Tourmalet and 1 time trial the day before the 

riders arrive in Paris. You will see all the crucial Pyrenean stages, you will have 

the opportunity to meet the riders on their rest day, collect their autographs 

and live the crowd cheering while you climb some of the most prestigious 

passes in France. You will also attend the important final Time Trial at the 

heart of the celebrated vineyards from the Bordeaux area and the finish on 

the cobblestones of the Champs Elysees in Paris. 
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Highlights:  

 

Å Witness the crucial Pyrenees stages 

 

Å Experience the Ax 3 Domaines, Port de Balès, the mythical Col du 

Tourmalet, Luz Ardiden and.Col dõAubisque climbs 

 

Å Visit the Pic du Midi and the medieval fortified city Carcassonne, two 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

 

Å 2 days at the heart of the celebrated vineyards from the Bordeaux area, 

a hotspot of the French heritage (including the time trial) 

 

Å Visit and wine tasting at a Bordeaux vineyard 

 

Å See the Time Trial and Tour de France arrival in Paris 
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The Tour de France stages you will see: 

 

Saturday, July 17:  

Stage 13, (plain) Rodez / Revel: 195km (121 miles)  

 

Sunday, July 18:  

Stage 14, (high-mountain) Revel / Ax 3 Domaines: 184km (114 miles) 

 

Monday, July 19:  

Stage 15, (high-mountain) Pamiers / Bagnères de Luchon: 187km (115 miles) 

 

Tuesday, July 20:  

Stage 16, (high-mountain) Bagnères de Luchon / Pau: 196km (122 miles) 

 

Wednesday, July 21:  

Rest Day, Pau 

 

Thursday, July 22:  

Stage 17, (high-mountain) Pau / Tourmalet: 174km (108 miles) 

  

  Friday, July 23:  

Stage 18, (plain) Salies de Bearn / Bordeaux: 190km (116 miles) 

 

  Saturday, July 24:  

Stage 19, Time Trial Pauillac / Bordeaux: 51km (32 miles) 

 

  Sunday, July 25:  

Stage 20, (plain) Longjumeaux / Paris Champs-Elysees: 105km (65 miles) 
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YOUR TRAVEL:  

 

Please arrange your flights into the following airport: Toulouse-Blagnac 

(www.toulouse.aeroport.fr). 

 

The following companies operate regular direct flights into Toulouse airport: 

- Air France (www.airfrance.com) from Paris airports (Paris Orly and Roissy Charles 

de Gaulle). 

- Lufthansa (www.lufthansa.com) from Frankfurt airport. 

- British Airways (www.britishairways.com) from London Heathrow airport. 

 

Flights are going to be on very high demand and there will be limited space for 

bikes on each flight. Please make sure to book your bike onto the flight and to 

book early in order to secure your seat and get the best fares. 

 

Your guides will meet you at the airport and a luxury air-conditioned coach will 

take you to your first hotel in Albi. 

 

Toulouse airport / Albi: 82 km (50 miles) ð 1.20 hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.toulouse.aeroport.fr/
http://www.airfrance.com/
http://www.lufthansa.com/
http://www.britishairways.com/
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Friday, July 16th - day 1: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 12, Bourg de Peage / Mende 

Group: Arrival at Toulouse airport and transfer to Albi 

Hotel: 3* Grand Hotel dõOrleans in Albi 

 

Bienvenue en France !  

Your guides will meet you at the Toulouse airport between 11:00am and 12.00pm and 

after a shuttle by private coach, you will arrive in Albi, where you will spend your first 

night in a 3* hotel on a half-board basis (bed, breakfast and dinner with wine and water included).  

 

             

 

Your hotel is nestled in the heart of Tarn, a region in southwestern France that is 

particularly attractive for its magnificent natural and historical sites, as well as for its 

gastronomy and leisurely pace of living. Your hotel perfectly reflects this atmosphere and 

this will be a nice way in the beginning of your journey.  

 

      



   97th Tour de France ɀ Classic Package  
LAST 11 DAYS 

2010  

 

 

This afternoon may we suggest an easy ride to give you a taste of the surrounding 

landscape, thus preparing you for the upcoming challenges?  

 

In the evening you will gather over a welcoming cocktail and meet your travelling 

companions, and enjoy your first dinner in a wonderful setting. 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17th - day 2: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 13, Rodez / Revel 

Group: Ride to Revel and attend the finish of the stage 

Hotel: 3* Hotel in Toulouse 

 

After 15 days of race, this stage will mark the beginning of the Pyrenean Mountainsõ 

stages. The riders will go through Revel to enter the Pyreneans. This stage will be filled 

with excitement as the Saint-Ferreolõs climb is a prime terrain for attacks. The massive 

sprint will certainly be something not to miss!!! 

 

Col de Saint-Ferreol - 3rd class; 2.4 km (1.5 miles); Average: 5.4%. 

 

After breakfast, you will leave the hotel as a group to get to the dayõs route. You will ride 

the 85 last kilometres (52 miles) of the stage to the finish in Revel. If necessary, we will 

separate into two groups of different ability levels for each day. Each group will be 

accompanied by an RPT friendly staff rider and a back-up vehicle with an RPT 

professionally trained technician with supplies (food and drink). Would you prefer not to 

ride, your coach will drive you to Revel. 

 

Once at Revel, you will stand on the òRoute du Touró to watch the publicity caravan and 

the riders finishing the first Pyrenean stage. 
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Shortly after the finish, your coach will drive you to your next hotel in Toulouse, where 

you will spend the next 2 nights. 

 

Revel / Toulouse Hotel: 59 km (36 miles) - 1hour. 

 

Your hotel is located on the South side of Toulouse, a city with a wealth of cultural 

heritage, globally renowned for aeronautics and space, as well as for its gastronomy. You 

will enjoy the warm atmosphere of this hotel, which offers spacious rooms, a swimming-

pool and wifi access.  

 

Let us gather this evening for another dinner and share with the dayõs excitements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publicity caravan 
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Sunday, July 18th - day 3: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 14, Revel / Ax 3 Domaines 

Group: Climb the Ax 3 domaines pass and wait for the riders or Visit Carcassonne 

Hotel: 3* Hotel in Toulouse 

 

 

 

Today the race will head for Ax 3 Domaines (9.1 km, 5.6 miles, 7.3 %), a mountain pass 

in the Pyrenees that connects the ski station of plateau de Bonacre at 1328 m. The pass is 

often used as part of the route in the Tour de France and was used recently in 2003 by the 

winner Carlos Sastre and by the 2005 winner Peter Totschnig. However, today there will 

be two ôcontemporaryó climbs as opposed to òclassicó or òhistoricaló as an alternative. 

But as of yet the gruelling Port de Pailhères and Plateau de Bonascre in Ax-3 Domaines 

have not yet been included on the race itinerary. 

 

After breakfast, you will have the choice between riding the 60 last kilometres (37 miles) 

of the stage to enjoy the race or going to Carcassonne and visit this medieval fortified city. 
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For those who choose the riding option, your coach will drive you to the dayõs route. You 

will ride the 60 last kilometres (37 miles) of the stage towards the tricky finish Ax 3 

Domaines. 

 

 

 

You will ride to the last ascent where you will watch the òpublicity caravanó and the 

professional riders on the way to the finishing line. This last ascension might be the scene 

of a sportive fight as the Ax 3 Domaines is the last pass before arrival.  

 

Afterwards, you will ride to the village of Tarascon where you will board your coach in 

order to avoid the traffic.   

 

Tarascon/ Hotel: 119 km (74 miles) ð 1.30 hour. 

 

For those who prefer to explore Carcassonne, the most accomplished fortified town in 

Europe and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, your coach will await you.  
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Hotel / Carcassonne: 99 km (61 miles) ð 1 hour. 

 

Carcassonne is a medieval fortified town in southern France, at the crossing of two major 

traffic routes used since Antiquity: from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean and from the 

Massif Central to Spain. There are, in fact, two Carcassonnes: the famous walled City 

(cité) and the adjacent town of about 45,000 people. Carcassonne is said to now be the 

most-visited site in France, surpassing even Mont Saint-Michel. 

 

You will have the day to stroll around and visit the city, before going back to your hotel in 

Toulouse. 

 

 

 

Monday, July 19th - day 4: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 15, Pamiers / Bagnères de Luchons 

Group: The last climb, Port de Balès, hors-catégorie 

Hotel: 3* Relais des Pyrénées in Bagnères de Bigorre 

 

This stage will run from Pamiers, a Tour first, to Bagnères-de-Luchon. The town was the 

finish of the very first stage through the Pyrenees in 1910. Additionally this year: the hors-

catégorie pass Port de Balès, climbed only once before in 2007. 
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This morningõs breathtaking ride will take you to the daunting Port de Balès, this hors-

categorie climb will you give a sense of tremendous accomplishment, and leave you with 

great memories for years to come. The Tour de France riders have passed through the 

Port de Balès only once in 2007 

 

Port de Balès - Length: 19.2 km (11.9 miles); Average: 7.8%; Height: 1755 m. 

 

Your coach will take you to the bottom of the Col des Ares from where you will begin 

todayõs ride. You will climb 2 passes before tackling the Port de Bal¯s. The top of the 

climb is a great spot to watch the race. We will then board the bus for our trip into our 

next hotel in Bagnères de Bigorre ð the 3* Relais des Pyrénées ð where we will spend the 

next four nights. Le Relais des Pyrénées - Centre Laurent Fignon ð is located in the heart 

of the Pyrenees and at the foot of Tourmalet. As one can imagine, this hotel is owned by 

the famed cyclist Laurent Fignon, who won two Tour de France. This facility is known 

for their high level of service ð with spa, hammam, flat-screen TV and wifi ð in a 

contemporary and modern setting. 
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Tonight, you will appreciate its intimate atmosphere to relax and celebrate the beginning 

of a glorious day!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 20th - day 5: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 16, Bagnères de Luchon / Pau 

Group: Ride the Col dõAubisque and attain the finish area. 

Hotel: 3* Relais des Pyrénées in Bagnères de Bigorre 

 

The 17th stage of the 2010 Tour de France will definitely be one of the most spectacular 

stages and one that will be significant for riders to win the Tour. This is the stage that 

features the four greatest passes in the Pyreneans: Col de Peyresourde, Col dõAspin, Col 

du Tourmalet and Col dõAubisque. The riders will have the opportunity to step out, 

especially since there are no dales between passes. It is only after the summit of the last 

pass that the route becomes flat for 35 km. 
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The Aubisque is one of those great hors-catégorie climbs that make the legend of the Tour. 

It was included in the Tour de France in 1910 at the insistence of Alphone Steinès, who 

had been appointed to make the Tour de France more exciting. Steinès visited the man 

responsible for local roads, the ingénieur des ponts-et-chaussées, who said: "Take the riders up 

the Aubisque? You're completely crazy in Paris."   

 

Col dõAubisque, East side: 10 km (6.22 miles); Average: 4.2% (7% maxi.) 

 

After breakfast, you will leave the hotel by bike to ride the same route as the pros into the 

Aubisque. On the way to the top you will enjoy a wonderful panorama on the 

surrounding mountains. Landscapes are wild and you may frequently meet a herd of 

cows, ewes or donkeys strolling on the way! 

 

Hotel/Top of the Aubisque: 85.4 km (53 miles). 

 

 

 

Please note that today like on the other days, your RPT friendly and professionally staffed 

back-up vehicle will follow each group and will provide drinks and energy bars. We will 
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ride to the summit of the Aubisque where we will watch the riders and the òpublicity 

caravanó passing by and heading for the finishing line in Pau.  

 

 

  
 

 

You will take part in the frenzy that takes place on the òroute du Touró, especially during 

mountain stages, with the crowd cheering up, the publicity caravan featuring some of the 

most bizarre motor vehicles you have ever seen and the riders positioning themselves for 

the win on this crucial stage. 

 

After watching the stage we will make our way to the hotel, looking forward to sharing a 

great dinner amongst friends, while sharing the dayõs personal stories. 
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Wednesday, July 21st - day 6: 

 

Tour de France: Rest day 

Group: Visit the Pic du Midi / Climb the Tourmalet and Luz Ardiden / Meet with the 

pros on their rest day 

Hotel: 3* Relais des Pyrénées in Bagnères de Bigorre 

 

As the Tour de France riders spend their well-deserved second rest day ð after 18 days of 

tough racing ð you will have the opportunity to explore the area. 

 

Today will be a day òa la carteó. How about sleeping in this morning? How about joining 

the group that will go the Pic du Midi? The Pic du Midi ð whose summit culminates at 

2,877 meters ð has been a major attraction over the last 130 years. It takes 15 minutes by 

cable car from La Mongie to go to the summit. This visit will enable you to see over a 

distance of 300 km (187 miles). The splendour and serenity of the landscape is the reason 

why the Pic du Midi has been classified as a national site of nature since 2003. To capture 

it at its best this visit should be made in the morning. 
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In the afternoon we will make 2 groups depending on whether you prefer visit the 

professionals on their rest day or challenge yourself to yet another beautiful ride in the 

surrounding mountains.  

 

Those choosing to visit the pros will either take the bus or ride their bikes into Pau ð 

where the teams are housed. 

 

Bagneres-de-Bigorre/Pau: 67 km (41.5 miles).  

You will have the day to visit the city and get to meet with your favourite riders, and 

watch the teams mechanics perform their magic. You will see the hotels where the teams 

are staying, the teamsõ equipment and fleet such as buses, motor homes, etc. You will also 

be able to possibly collect souvenirs and build your autographs collection. 

 

         

 

Lance Armstrongôs bike 
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Would you prefer climb and climb again, join the group that will climb the Tourmalet (see 

the climb description on Day 4). You will enjoy quiet roads and you will be able to check 

out the place before the challenge that awaits you tomorrow when you will climb the 

daunting mountain pass same day as the pros. Today you will also be able to ride the 

entire route, until the Colõs summit. 

 

More challenges anyone??? No problems, you will next be able to tackle Luz Ardiden, 

whose start lies down the Tourmalet and into the small town of Luz St Sauveur. This 

climb is 14.7 km (9.1 miles) long, climbing 1010 meters (3314 ft) at an average of 6.9%. 

This is the climb where Lance caught his handlebars on a spectatorõs handbag and 

crashed in 2003. 

 

Tonight, you will appreciate your hotelõs special take on comfort and pleasure to relax 

and celebrate your glorious day over a sumptuous dinner. 

 

 

 

Thursday, July 22nd - day 7: 

 

Tour de France: Stage 17, Pau / Tourmalet 

Group: Experience the crowd of supporters at the Tourmalet 

Hotel: 3* Hotel Relais des Pyrénées in Bagnères de Bigorre 

 

Our hotelõs location is excellent for accessing todayõs stage, which means that we will be 

able to go the entire day without bus. After the stage you will just have to go down the hill 

as your hotel sits at the foot of Tourmalet. 

 

This day will be filled with tension. This is the stage you do not want to miss; a stage to 

remember and that will keep you saying: òI was thereó. 
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This is a stage of great concern for the favourites of the Tour, a decisive day for the win.  

Will this stage mark the 1st victory Tour de France for Cadel Evans? Or the consecration 

of another rider? In any case, the field is favourable to a great struggle.  

 

Todayõs stage will take you at the summit of the Tourmalet, the icon of the Pyrenees and 

the high spot of this 2010 Tour de France. It will be climbed on its steepest side uphill 

from Barèges following the ascension of the Marie-Blanque and Soulor passes. After the 

rest day climbing legs may be a little òrustyó. Take heed! 

 

 

 

The Col du Tourmalet is definitely one of the most famous climbs in France. It has been 

included in the Tour de France more than any other pass, starting in 1910, when the 

Pyrenees were introduced. It was the first pass to rise up to more than 2000 meters to be 

climbed by the Tourõs riders. The first rider over was Octave Lapize, who went on to 

claim the yellow jersey in Paris. The pass was so difficult that the rider was forced to get 

off and walk his fixed-gear bike up part of the way. The same year, Gustave Garrigou was 

the only cyclist who reached the top without dismounting, with a 15 kilos bike. He 

received an extra prize of 100 francs (15û) for that...  

 

In Gascon patois, Tourmalet means òbad detouró.  

The western side, from Luz-Saint-Sauveur, is 18.3 km (11.5 miles) long, climbing 2,115 m. 

at an average of 7.7% with a maximum of 10.2% near the summit. A number of great 
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moments of the Tour de France took place on this top, where one may also discover a 

wonderful panorama, especially on the Pic du Midi. 

 

After breakfast, you will leave the hotel as a group to ride the Tourmalet climb. Todayõs 

stage is one of the greatest events in this yearõs Tour de France. Climbing the Tourmalet 

ahead of the pros will today give you a great feel for the frenzied atmosphere that will 

take place the entire day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel / Col du Tourmalet: 29.4 km (18.3 miles) 

 

After the stage, we will ride back the short distance to our hotel. We will gather over a 

replenishing dinner, before zipping down in a cozy bed for the night... 

 

 

 

 

 




